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part of Tenasserim, while to the north it had colonized
Lamphun (Haripunjaya). The Nanchao attacks, which had
overwhelmed the Pyu and Mi-chen, were beaten off by the Mons.
An offshoot of the Khmer Empire of Cambodia, whose monu-
ments remain today some of the noblest expressions of human
artistic genius, their states in the triangle between Lamphun
and the Gulfs of Siam and Martaban maintained close contact
with each other and developed a civilization, which in due
course came to exercise a powerful influence upon the Burmese
themselves.
Arab geographers mention the Mon country of Lower
Burma under the name of Raman'n'adesa. The earliest reference
is in the Book of Routes and of Provinces by Ibn Khordadzebeh
(844-48). He tells us that the king possesses 50,000 elephants
and that the country produces cotton, velvet stuffs and aloes
wood. At this period the centre of gravity of the Mon kingdom
shifted towards the west and it is interesting to note that of the
various dates given in different chronicles for the foundation of
the city of Pegu the tradition ascribing it to the year 825 is
preferred by historical scholarship.
So far as reliable records are concerned, the period from the
middle of the ninth to the middle of the eleventh centuries is a
blank. This is all the more unfortunate since it was during this
period that the Burmese entered Burma. Their original home
seems to have been somewhere in the north-west of China,
probably Kansu, between the Gobi Desert and north-east
Tibet. The earliest Chinese written records, coming from the
latter half of the second millennium B.C., call them the Ch'iang.
Chinese hostility forced them to take refuge in north-east
Tibet. In the first millennium B.C. they were pursued by the
Chinese rulers of Ts'in through the mountains towards the
south. There we lose sight of them for a long period until they
reappear many centuries later among the Mang tribes under the
suzerainty of Nanchao. To escape from the dominance of
Nanchao they entered the plains of Burma, coming down
through the region between the 'Nmai Hka and the Salween
and ultimately settling in the Kyauksfe district. Kansu, their
earliest recorded home, if one dare be definite on this point,
possessed in late Neolithic times a civilization possibly higher